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Art Unit: 1745 

ELECTIC STORAGE BATTERY CONSTRUCTION AND 
METHOD OF MANUFACTURE 

Examiner: Yuan S.N. 10/666,873 Art Unit: 1745 October 16, 2006 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S. C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-19,43-50,55-57,60-65, drawn to an electric storage battery, classified in 
class 429, subclass 94. 

II. Claims 29-38, drawn to an electrode assembly, classified in class 429, subclass 
122. 

III. Claims 20-28,39-42,5 1-54,58,59, drawn to a method of making an electric storage 
battery, classified in class 29, subclass 623.1. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reason: 

2. Inventions III and I are related as process of making and product made. The inventions 
are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the process as claimed can be 
used to make other and materially different product or (2) that the product as claimed can be 
made by another and materially different process (MPEP § 806.05(f)). The instant disclosure 
teaches the electric storage battery can be fabricated by various methods as stated in claims 20- 
28,39-42,51-54,58-59, respectively. 

3. Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
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the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the electric storage battery does not require the particulars of the electrode 
assembly as claimed to show novelty and unobviousness. The subcombination has separate 
utility and can be used as a capacitor. 

4. If invention I is elected, an election of species is required. This application contains 
claims directed to the following patentably distinct species of the claimed invention. 

1-1, Claims 1-9, drawn to an electric storage battery having a case and an electrode 
assembly, which includes a hollow elongate mandrel. 

1-2, Claims 10-19, drawn to an electric storage battery having an electrically conductive 
elongate pin and a reinforcing mandrel on the pin. 

1-3, Claims 43-46, drawn to an electric storage battery comprising a flexible conductive 

tab. 

1-4, Claims 47-50, drawn to an electric storage battery comprising a flexible conductive 
tab and a fastening means which secures a second end cap to the tab. 

1-5, Claim 55, drawn to an electric storage battery having an electrically conductive case 
hermetically sealed by first and second end caps and second end caps have no separate fill holes. 

1-6, Claims 56-57, drawn to an electric storage battery having a case comprising a 
peripheral wall of electrically conductive material defining an interior volume. 
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I- 7, Claims 60-65, drawn to an electric storage battery having a case comprising a 
flexible conductive tab electrically connected to an end cap at a second location. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally 
held to be allowable. Currently, none of the claims directed to invention I is generic. 

5. If invention II is elected, an election of species is required. This application contains 
claims directed to the following patentably distinct species of the claimed invention. 

II- l, Claims 29-33, drawn to an electrode assembly comprising at least one separator strip 
separating the electrode strips mounted on a pin. 

II- 2, Claims 34-38, are drawn to an electrode assembly does not require a separator strip. 
Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 

prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally 
held to be allowable. Currently, none of the claims directed to invention II are generic. 

6. If invention III is elected, an election of species is required. This application contains 
claims directed to the following patentably distinct species of the claimed invention. 

III- 1 , Claims 20-28, drawn to a method of making an electric storage battery comprising 
winding together first polarity electrode strip and second polarity electrode strip to form a spiral 
roll having at least a portion of the pin within the spiral roll. 

4* 
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III-2, Claims 39-42, drawn to a method of making an electric storage battery comprising 
winding together first polarity electrode strip and second polarity electrode strip to form a spiral 
roll. 

III-3, Claims 51-54, drawn to a method of making an electric storage battery comprising 
fastening the second end cap to the flexible conductive tab. 

III-4, Claims 58-59, drawn to a method of making an electric storage battery comprising 
depositing electrolyte into the case through the second wall opening. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally 
held to be allowable. Currently, none of the claims directed to invention III are generic. 

7. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

8. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 

1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 . 17(f)- 
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9. Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of 
claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the 
limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after 
the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP § 
809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably distinct, 
applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species to 
be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission 
may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dah-Wei D. Yuan whose telephone number is (571) 272-1295. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick J. Ryan, can be reached on (571) 272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Dah-Wei D. Yuan 
October 16, 2006 




DAH-WEI YUAN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



